THE LIBRARY IS OPEN:
M, TH, F, SAT 10 am - 6 pm
T & W 10 am - 8 pm
SUN 12 noon - 6
CLOSED THIS MONTH:
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Administration:
Mary Danko, Library Director
mdanko@burlingtonvt.gov
802.865.7218
Kath Laing, Development Manager
klaing@burlingtonvt.gov
802.540.2546

Circulation:
circ@burlingtonvt.gov
802.863.3403

Collection Development:
Christine Webb, Librarian
cwebb@burlingtonvt.gov
802.865.7224

Outreach:
Robert Resnik, Librarian
rresnik@burlingtonvt.gov
802.865.7212

Programs & Partnerships:
Barbara Shatara, Librarian
bshatara@burlingtonvt.gov
802.865.7211

Reference:
reference@burlingtonvt.gov
802.865.7217

Technology:
Robert Coleburn, Librarian
rcoleburn@burlingtonvt.gov
802.865.7218

Teen Services:
Lisa Buckton, Librarian
lbuckton@burlingtonvt.gov
802.865.7217

Youth Services:
Rebecca Goldberg, Librarian
rgoldberg@burlingtonvt.gov
802.865.7216

To contact other staff,
please call 863.3403

Welcome, Mary Danko
The Fletcher Free community is delighted to welcome Mary Danko as
our new Library Director.
Mary brings over 14 years of library experience, including three years
as director of the Weathersfield Proctor Library and four years as
director of the Hartland Public Library in Vermont. Mary has more
recently served as Library Director at the Abbott Library in Sunapee,
New Hampshire. The Abbott Library was named Library of the Year by
the New Hampshire Library Trustee Association in the Fall of 2015.
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Wishing you all the best for 2017!
The Friends of the FFL want to
acknowledge all of the Library staff
for their ongoing efforts to create a
welcoming and supportive
environment for the community.
Special thanks to Robert Coleburn
who has been the Interim Director
since September 1st. His positive
attitude and strong commitment to the
FFL mission has kept the library on
track during the search for a new
director. The upcoming Smithsonian
exhibit, Annual Appeal, and unveiling
of the Library’s new logo are all
proceeding successfully thanks to his
and other staff members’ efforts. We
appreciate all the hard work that has
gone into these projects.

We welcome Mary Danko, our new
Library Director, and look forward to
working closely with her.
The Friends Annual Meeting will be
held in March. We encourage all
members to attend. We will be
posting the exact date and time within
the next few weeks. It’s an
opportunity to find out more about
our organization and decide if there’s
a way you can contribute your ideas
and energy to the Library. We
welcome your involvement in
whatever form that might take,
volunteering, contributing, or
donating your gently used books.
Don’t forget to check our ongoing
book sale at our Friends Book Stall
across from the Circulation Desk.
Books for all ages and interests are
available for purchase at great prices.
Thank you,
Joan Conroy
President

Mary grew up outside of Cleveland, Ohio, the granddaughter of
immigrants from Czechoslovakia and Ireland. Her parents never
attained a college degree, but they fostered in Mary a love of reading
and a lifelong intellectual curiosity, as well as introduced her to regular
visits to the local library. Throughout her career, Mary has
demonstrated passion, creativity, and a collaborative management style.
She has a long history of prioritizing community engagement, and has
strived to develop library programming that adds value to the lives of
community members, as well as programming that is dynamic and
responsive to current events. She has also proven herself to be a skilled
administrator of budgets, personnel, and major projects.
Mary says “I am grateful for the opportunity to serve the people of
Burlington in such vital role. I’ve always loved the City of Burlington and
have been impressed by its commitment to innovation and forward
thinking approaches to serving the community. I’m excited to continue
that same commitment at the Fletcher Free Library. The Fletcher Free
Library has a history of being an institution of community engagement
and life-long learning. I’m enthusiastic to be a part the team that
provides vital and meaningful services and support to the people of
Burlington.”
We look forward to working with Mary to continue the exciting work
over recent years to redefine the Fletcher Free’s role in the community,
while continuing to deliver the core library services that Burlington
relies on.

Exploring Human Origins
A national traveling exhibition of the Smithsonian Institution will be on
display at the Library from 18 February 2017 to 17 March 2017.
Through panels, interactive kiosks, hands-on displays and videos, we
invite you to explore milestones in the evolutionary journey of
becoming human-- from walking upright, creating technology and
eating new foods, to brain enlargement and the development of
symbolic language and complex societies-- all advancements that
define the unique position of humans in the history of life.
Based on the Smithsonian’s What Does It Mean to Be Human?
permanent exhibition hall at the National Museum of Natural History
(NMNH), Exploring Human Origins: What Does It Mean to Be Human?
seeks to shed light on what we know about human origins and how we
know it. The exhibition welcomes different cultural perspectives on
evolution and seeks to foster positive dialogue and a respectful
exploration of the science.
The exhibition will be accompanied by a series of free library
programs, including presentations by Smithsonian scientists. Please
visit the exhibit website http://humanoriginsbtv.com for a complete
calendar of programming and events. Core partners in this initiative
are the University of Vermont (UVM) and the University of Vermont
Medical Center, St. Michael’s College, Champlain College, RETN, and
the Friends of the Fletcher Free Library.
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Mary Danko, Fletcher Free’s
incoming Library Director, says
“The topic of human evolution is
fascinating, we are proud that the
Fletcher Free Library can help
encourage a constructive,
informative discussion on the
subject. We encourage people of
all beliefs to explore the
exhibition and participate in
associated programming, and
delve into human origins in a way
that is captivating and relevant.”
Our Programs and Partnerships
Librarian and Exhibition Project
Director, Barbara Shatara says
“Hosting this Smithsonian
exhibition connects our
community to a wealth of
scientific scholarship and
educational resources. It has
been a wonderful experience
collaborating with a diverse range
of local partners, as well as
Smithsonian Institution faculty.
We have developed compelling
programming with varied
perspectives on what it means to
be human across a range of
disciplines. Through this exhibit,
we have the opportunity to learn
more about each other, sharing
our individual culture and
viewpoints as we explore together
the science of our origins.”

We invite you to visit the
exhibition website http://humanoriginsbtv.com/ for more information, or
contact Barbara Shatara at bshatara@burlingtonvt.gov.
Fletcher Free Library (FFL) was selected through a nationwide competitive process as one of 19
U.S. public libraries to the traveling exhibition. Exploring Human Origins: What Does It Mean to
Be Human? was organized by the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History in
collaboration with the American Library Association. This project was made possible through the
support of a grant from the John Templeton Foundation and support from the Peter Buck Human
Origins Fund.

Coming soon to your public library:

All Library Programming is available at:
http://www.fletcherfree.org/programming.html
And in calendar format at:
http://www.fletcherfree.org/ProgrammingAdult.pdf
http://www.fletcherfree.org/ProgrammingTeens.pdf
http://www.fletcherfree.org/ProgrammingYouth.pdf

